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KHALED HANAFY AT THE “HIGH-LEVEL CONFERENCE ON ACCESSIBLE TOURISM” — RIYADH: ADOPTING AN ARAB STRATEGY FOR
ACCESSIBLE TOURISM IS A NECESSARY STEP TOWARD AN INCLUSIVE AND SUSTAINABLE ARAB ECONOMY

The Secretary-General of the Union of Arab Chambers, Dr.
Khaled Hanafy, revealed during his speech at the opening of
the “High-Level Conference on Accessible Tourism for Persons
with Disabilities,” held in Riyadh, the capital of the Kingdom
of Saudi Arabia, from November 12 to 13, 2025, organized
by the League of Arab States and the Authority for the Care
of Persons with Disabilities in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.
The event was attended by His Highness Prince Faisal bin
Farhan Al Saud, President of the Arab Council for Accessible
Tourism, Dr. Hisham Al-Heidari, CEO of the Authority for the
Care of Persons with Disabilities in the Kingdom, as well as
official and ministerial delegations, and a distinguished group of
businessmen and investors from 16 Arab countries. Dr. Hanafy
stated that estimates by the World Health Organization indicate
that around 1.3 billion people worldwide live with disabilities—
approximately 16 percent of the global population—and this
segment represents a promising market for travel and tourism.
Dr. Hanafy expressed his appreciation to the Authority for
the Care of Persons with Disabilities in the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia, represented by its CEO Dr. Hisham Al-Heidari, and to the
League of Arab States, represented by His Excellency Minister
Plenipotentiary Dr. Tarek Al-Nabulsi, who has exerted—and
continues to exert—great efforts to organize and ensure the
success of this pioneering event that embodies an advanced Arab
human and economic vision. He considered that “accessible
tourism represents a significant economic opportunity for
destinations that have prepared for it. However, challenges and
obstacles remain, as a large percentage of people with disabilities
still face difficulties while traveling—96 percent of travelers with
disabilities experience problems in tourist accommodations, and
79 percent face difficulties in transportation.”

He pointed out that “making tourism accessible for all is a
commitment to human dignity and, at the same time, an economic
investment that benefits society as a whole. From this standpoint,
we in the Union of Arab Chambers highly value the pioneering
efforts led by the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia in assessing tourism
infrastructure and services and in developing legislation and
technical standards to make them more accessible and inclusive
for persons with disabilities. We also see in this experience a
model to be followed at the Arab regional level, as it carries an
integrated human and economic message affirming that true
development can only be achieved through the participation of
everyone—without discrimination or exclusion.”

The Secretary-General, Dr. Khaled Hanafy, called for “adopting
a roadmap for action based on improving infrastructure and
services, developing the skills of tourism sector workers,

creating specialized tourism products and services, establishing
partnerships among the public and private sectors and civil
society, as well as monitoring performance and measuring
impact.”

In his speech during the fifth session titled “Toward an Arab
Strategy for Accessible Tourism,” Dr. Hanafy stated that
“accessible tourism is not only a human right but also a
developmental and economic opportunity that can create added
value and sustainability in our Arab economies.”

The Secretary-General outlined the strategic vision proposed by
the Union of Arab Chambers, which can be adopted by Arab
countries in cooperation with the private sector, chambers of
commerce, specialized councils, and international organizations.
The proposed pillars include “the need to establish a unified
Arab legislative and regulatory framework through the proposal
of an ‘Arab Guide for Tourism Accessibility,” and to encourage
countries to update their building regulations, tourism licensing
systems, and hotel standards to mandate that a certain percentage
of rooms and facilities be prepared to accommodate people
with disabilities. It is also important to promote investment and
partnership between the public and private sectors by offering
incentives such as tax exemptions, reduced licensing fees, and
credit guarantees for those applying accessibility standards.”

He continued: “Employees in hotels, airports, and tourist sites
should be trained to understand the needs of visitors with
disabilities. Awareness campaigns under the slogan ‘Tourism
for All’ should also be launched, targeting investors, decision-
makers, and the private sector, to highlight the economic and
social benefits.”

Dr. Hanafy emphasized the importance of digitizing services
and the experience of accessible tourism by developing Arab
applications and platforms that provide accurate information
about ‘facilities equipped for tourists with disabilities’ (hotels,
restaurants, attractions, and transportation). He also proposed
the use of augmented reality or virtual reality technology to
offer ‘virtual tours’ of accessible facilities, increasing trust and
speeding up decision-making for visitors.

He concluded by saying that “building an Arab strategy for
accessible tourism is an investment in people before being an
investment in infrastructure. It is a necessary step toward a more
inclusive, equitable, and sustainable Arab economy. Through
joint work between the public and private sectors, chambers
of commerce, and relevant organizations, Arab countries can
position themselves among the world’s leading destinations that
ensure no one is left outside the tourism circle.”

Source (Union of Arab Chambers)
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ANNUAL INFLATION IN SAUDI ARABIA REMAINS STABLE AT 2.2% IN

OCTOBER

Data from the Saudi General Authority
for Statistics showed that the consumer
price index (CPI) rose year-on-year by
2.2 percent in October, compared to
the same month in 2024.

The annual inflation rate in Saudi
Arabia remained stable at 2.2 percent
in October, after recording the same
rate in September 2025.

According to the Authority, the
increase in the inflation rate during
the past month was mainly driven by
a 4.5 percent increase in the prices
of housing, water, electricity, gas, and other fuels, a 1.5 percent
increase in food and beverages, and a 1.1 percent rise in restaurant
and accommodation services.

Source (Al Arabiya.Net Website, Edited)

TRrRuMP S1GNS LAw ENDING THE LONGEST GOVERNMENT

SHutpOWN IN U.S. HISTORY

U.S. President Donald Trump signed legislation ending the longest
government shutdown in American history, following a vote in the
House of Representatives to resume food assistance, pay hundreds
of thousands of federal workers, and restart the air traffic control
system.

With Trump signing the bill approved by the Senate, federal
employees will return to work after a 43-day shutdown, though it
remains unclear how quickly government services and operations
will fully resume.

The law extends funding until January 30, which could put the
federal government on a path adding about $1.8 trillion annually
to its $38 trillion debt.

Source (CNBC Arabia Website, Edited
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Bl UAE Banks’ PRoOFITS GROW 16.4 PERCENT IN Q3 2025

The combined net profits attributable
to shareholders of 17 national banks
listed on the Abu Dhabi and Dubai
financial markets rose by 16.4 percent
in the third quarter of 2025 to reach
AED 23.97 billion, compared to AED
20.6 billion in the same period last
year. The total included 10 banks in
Abu Dhabi and 7 in Dubai.

The 10 banks listed in the Abu Dhabi
market achieved a net profit of AED
12.11 billion in Q3 2025, marking
a 22.9 percent increase compared to
AED 9.855 billion in Q3 2024. Meanwhile, the 7 Dubai-listed
banks recorded a 10.4 percent increase in net profit, reaching AED
11.86 billion in Q3 2025 compared to AED 10.74 billion in the
same quarter of 2024.

Source (Al Khaleej UAE Newspaper, Edited)

INTERNATIONAL ENERGY AGENCY ABANDONS FORECASTS OF

ACCELERATED GREEN TRANSITION

The International Energy Agency (IEA) has abandoned its
previous forecasts regarding the speed of the shift toward clean
energy sources—a notable change in its stance on the future of
global energy.

According to the Agency’s report, “global demand for oil and
gas may continue to grow until 2050,” signaling a departure
from earlier projections of a rapid transition to cleaner fuels, and
suggesting that the world is likely to fail in meeting climate goals.
Meanwhile, the International Renewable Energy Agency (IRENA)
stated in its report that global investment in renewable energy
needs to increase to about $1.4 trillion annually between 2025 and
2030 to meet global climate targets—more than double the $624
billion invested last year, according to estimates from numerous
financial institutions and international organizations.

Source (Al Arab London Newspaper, Edited)
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